
Bickleigh  Plym Bridge & Coypoolto

Countryside walks on your doorstep
Taking the bus to the Plym Valley

Getting there - 32 minutes (58) or 1 hour 5 minutes (59)

Take the bus from Plymouth

Bretonside bus station. Catch 

services 58 or 59 to Bickleigh 

Camp. Buses run approx every 

2 hours throughout the day,

Mondays - Saturdays

Follow this walk then catch 

another bus back at the end - 

no need to retrace your steps!

Just buy your ticket on board for a 

day out with a difference!

There are no buses from Plymouth 

to Bickleigh on a Sunday or bank 

holiday, but you can catch a bus 

from Plymouth to near Coypool Park 

& Ride and walk all or part of this 

trail in reverse. But remember you 

will have to retrace your steps - so 

double the time to walk there and 

back, or walk just part of the way 

and back! 

easy walk

gentle downhill 

slopes

4 miles (6.4km)

allow 2 hours

walk
1

Shorter walks on the 
West Devon Way

Coming back - 25 minutes (P & R)

Before you go - be prepared!

D 

e

t

v

s

o

e

n

W

ay

W

For further information about walking

in this area visit

or

    

    www.visitdevon.co.uk

 www.devon.gov.uk/walking

At the end of your walk at 

Coypool, catch the Park & Ride 

service back into Plymouth. 

From Monday to Saturday, buses 

run every 12 minutes until 5pm, 

less frequently ‘til 7.45pm - so

you won’t need to wait long for a 

ride back into Plymouth.

Walk on a little further to 

Marsh Mills East on 

Plymouth Road, where 

you can catch services

51, 20 or 21 back to 

Plymouth. The three 

services run frequently all 

day and into the evening.

To find out bus times pick up a Plymouth - Plympton bus 

timetable, free from the bus station or local tourist information centres,

call Traveline on 0871 200 22 33 or visit www.traveline.org.uk

              If you plan to travel by car, there is free roadside parking near the church

            in Bickleigh village, but remember you will have to retrace your steps -

        so double the time to walk there and back!

          Don’t forget w ear comfortable shoes or boots, and bring a waterproof
                           take a picnic or a snack and a drink
                        a mobile phone can be useful
                          there are no public toilets on this walk.

         Take your litter home and recycle as much as possible.
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BUSINESS REPLY SERVICE
Licence No. EX. 70

COUNTRYSIDE TEAM
DEVON COUNTY COUNCIL
LUCOMBE HOUSE
COUNTY HALL
TOPSHAM ROAD
EXETER
EX2  4QW
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Fold here and secure 

using sticky tape 
before posting

22
Most buses take buggies.

Most buses take dogs - ask the

driver for a ticket.
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1
4 miles
(6.4km)

2 hours
 

walk
Gradients: This walk is generally level along the course of

an old railway line. There is quite a steep slope down the

lane from Bickleigh Camp to get onto the cycle way, but

after that it is flat all the way to Plym Bridge.

This walk has no stiles, gates or other barriers, and is

suitable for buggies.

1

At Plym Bridge, follow the path on the left that takes you down
to the car park, cross over to the gap in the fence on the other 
side and bear right on the path that will take you to Coypool.

After a while you will see a railway line on your left. Here, the 
Plym Valley Railway Association is aiming to restore and 
operate a mile and a quarter of the old line between Marsh Mills 
and Plym Bridge. They are preserving steam and diesel 
locomotives, carriages and wagons. See  for 
details and a timetable of public passenger rides on the line.

When you reach Coypool, the Park & Ride is on the right hand
side, from where, on Mondays - Saturdays a bus will take you 
back into the centre of Plymouth. If walking this route on a 
Sunday, continue on to Marsh Mills East on Plymouth Road to 
catch a bus into Plymouth.

www.plymrail.co.uk

From Bickleigh Camp, walk downhill away from the village,
ignoring the turning on the left hand side signposted to Shaugh
Prior. Instead cross over the old railway bridge and turn right
straight away onto the path which joins the cycle way and then 
left along the route of the old railway line.

The walk now follows the cycle way all the way to Plym Bridge,
crossing spectacular viaducts over deep wooded valleys along 
the course of the River Plym. In early times, the Plym Valley 
was not as peaceful as it is now. The Plymouth-Tavistock 
Railway and the earlier horsedrawn Princetown Railway both 
passed this way.

Enjoy the views as you pass over first Bickleigh and then
Riverford Viaducts, looking high over the River Plym. You will 
see further evidence of the area’s rich industrial past at the old 
Cann Quarries.

As well as being the West Devon Way, the old railway path also
carries the Devon Coast to Coast Cycle Route, National Cycle
Network (NCN) Route 27. Look up ‘Plym Valley Cycle Track’ on

 for a description of this section of the 102
mile route between Plymouth and Ilfracombe.

At the Cann Viaduct the National Trust have a bird watching
platform. Between March and mid July, experts are usually on 
hand with their telescopes to give you a great view of the 
peregrine falcons, ravens, kestrels and various other birds that 
nest on the old Cann Quarry face. Peregrines can drop on their 
prey at 200 miles per hour making them the fastest animals in 
the world! You can see nesting peregrines on the web cam at 

. Below the viaduct you can see the 
remains of quarry workers cottages, quarry workings, old 
railway lines and a canal connected to Cann Quarry. 
Here panels explain the site.

www.cycle-route.com

www.plym-peregrines.co.uk
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Terms and Conditions: The draw closes on 31/03/2011. The prize winner will be selected at random 
within five days of the closing date. The decision of the promoter (Devon County Council) is final. The 
£100 Hamper is not open to negotiation and is subject to availability. The prize is non-transferable, and 
no cash alternative is available. The winner may be required to participate in publicity. Entries limited 
to one per household. This competition is not open to employees of Devon County Council or their 
relatives. This information will be used by Devon County Council to monitor and improve these one day 
walks leaflets, and to send further information on walking in Devon if requested. The details on this form 
will not be passed on to any third parties, and contact details can be removed from Devon County 
Council records on request. 
Promoter: Devon County Council, Topsham Road, Exeter, EX2 4QD

Please tell us what you think of this leaflet

FREE PRIZE DRAW Luxury Devon Food Hamper
worth £100

        
In order to ensure that we are providing you with the best possible information, it would be 
greatly appreciated if you could answer the following simple questions, and return this 
detachable reply-paid slip to us. By answering the questions below you will be entered into 
the with an opportunity of winning a 

 (See Terms & Conditions below)

1. Where did you get this leaflet from?       

2. Were you looking specifically for this leaflet? (Please tick one box)     Yes             No      

3. What appealed to you about this leaflet and walk?

4. Did you find the information in this leaflet easy to understand?

5. If you have taken this walk, was it easy to follow?  (Please tick one box)
Yes No               Not walked yet

6. If you haven’t already, do you intend to follow this walk?  (Please tick one box) 
Yes No Already walked the route

7. Can you suggest any other ways in which we can improve the leaflet in future?

8. Do you think you will walk other stages of the West Devon Way as a result of picking up 
    this leaflet?  (Please tick one box)     

Yes No  Have walked other stages already 

9. How would you describe the amount of walking you do?
    Regular walker Occasional walker Very rarely follow walks

If you would like to receive further information on walking in Devon please tick here

Name:

Address:

Email address:

Thank you for taking the time to complete this questionnaire, please detach the
             slip, fold along the middle, tape the edges and post it to us, no stamp required.

       

.
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