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easy walk
gentle downhill
slopes

4 miles (6.4km)

allow 2 hours
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walk

4 miles
6.4km)

Bickleigh to Plym Bridge & Coypool

Gradients: This walk is generally level along the course of
an old railway line. There is quite a steep slope down the
lane from Bickleigh Camp to get onto the cycle way, but
after that it is flat all the way to Plym Bridge.

This walk has no stiles, gates or other barriers, and is
suitable for buggies.

From Bickleigh Camp, walk downhill away from the village,
ignoring the turning on the left hand side signposted to Shaugh
Prior. Instead cross over the old railway bridge and turn right
straight away onto the path which joins the cycle way and then
left along the route of the old railway line.

The walk now follows the cycle way all the way to Plym Bridge,
crossing spectacular viaducts over deep wooded valleys along
the course of the River Plym. In early times, the Plym Valley
was not as peaceful as it is now. The Plymouth-Tavistock
Railway and the earlier horsedrawn Princetown Railway both
passed this way.

Enjoy the views as you pass over first Bickleigh and then
Riverford Viaducts, looking high over the River Plym. You will
see further evidence of the area’s rich industrial past at the old
Cann Quarries.

As well as being the West Devon Way, the old railway path also
carries the Devon Coast to Coast Cycle Route, National Cycle
Network (NCN) Route 27. Look up ‘Plym Valley Cycle Track’ on
www.cycle-route.com for a description of this section of the 102
mile route between Plymouth and Ilfracombe.

At the Cann Viaduct the National Trust have a bird watching
platform. Between March and mid July, experts are usually on
hand with their telescopes to give you a great view of the
peregrine falcons, ravens, kestrels and various other birds that
nest on the old Cann Quarry face. Peregrines can drop on their
prey at 200 miles per hour making them the fastest animals in
the world! You can see nesting peregrines on the web cam at
www.plym-peregrines.co.uk. Below the viaduct you can see the
remains of quarry workers cottages, quarry workings, old
railway lines and a canal connected to Cann Quarry.

Here panels explain the site.
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6 At Plym Bridge, follow the path on the left that takes you down
to the car park, cross over to the gap in the fence on the other
side and bear right on the path that will take you to Coypool.

7 After a while you will see a railway line on your left. Here, the
Plym Valley Railway Association is aiming to restore and
operate a mile and a quarter of the old line between Marsh Mills
and Plym Bridge. They are preserving steam and diesel
locomotives, carriages and wagons. See www.plymrail.co.uk for
details and a timetable of public passenger rides on the line.

8 When you reach Coypool, the Park & Ride is on the right hand
side, from where, on Mondays - Saturdays a bus will take you
back into the centre of Plymouth. If walking this route on a
Sunday, continue on to Marsh Mills East on Plymouth Road to
catch a bus into Plymouth.






